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decessor. By his marriage with a daughter of Constantino
VII, Theodora, he further consolidated his position. It was
challenged by the Phocas family, but their revolt, led by
Nicephorus's nephew Bardas, was easily crushed by the
Emperor's brother-in-law Bardas Sclerus. Then John I had
leisure to turn to the two fields of war where his presence was
most necessary, Bulgaria and Syria. In South Italy he had
less interest; he preferred to make peace with Otto I, granting
what Nicephorus had refused, a Byzantine princess as bride
for Otto II.
Bulgaria first claimed his attention. Svyastoslav had
invaded it again, this time on his own account, and had
taken prisoner the new Tsar Boris II, the son of Peter; he
then turned his arms against the adjacent Greek provinces.
In 971 John himself led an expedition against him, drove
him out of Bulgaria, and set free the Tsar. But he did not
restore him to his throne. Instead, he annexed eastern
Bulgaria to the Empire, while western Bulgaria remained
independent under the rule of the four sons of an ambitious
noble, Sishman, and eventually of the youngest of them,
Samuel, alone. Meanwhile in the east, in Mesopotamia as
well as in Syria, the Byzantine arms had been progressing.
John went to both regions himself in 974-5, and advanced
almost to Jerusalem, boasting that all Phoenicia, Palestine,
and Syria were freed from Moslem rule. This was his last
exploit, as after his return to Constantinople he died suddenly,
in January 976.
Basil II was now of age, and his reign proper begins from Basil n
this date. Officially he was co-Emperor with his younger J
brother, Constantine VIII, but Constantine, idle and pleasure-
seeking like his father, was quite content to leave the cares
of State to his brother. Basil succeeded to a legacy of
military glory and he proved himself worthy of it. But for
the first thirteen years of his reign he was mainly occupied
with another legacy of a very different kind, the discord
arising from the jealous rivalry of the heirs of his two pre-
decessors, each of whom aimed at the imperial throne. In
John I's reign it had been Bardas Phocas who had revolted
and Bardas Sclerus who had defeated him. Now that John
was dead, it was Sclerus who revolted and who, after defeating
Basil's generals on three occasions and capturing Nicaea in

